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1. BACKGROUND

1.1.iIntroduction

National Education Infrastructure Management System (NEIMS) is a database of public
schools derived from the first survey (School Register of Needs -SRN) conducted in 1996
and updated in 2000. Its Initial birth was in 2005 and completed in 2007. The project was
funded by the Netherlands. Further enhancement was done by SITA to make the system
to be more effective and user friendly.

Physical Planners in the provinces have been trained to conduct the assessments for the
Department of Basic Education to update the system with current immovable
infrastructure status of the public schools.

Province such as North West runs a team of inspectors to assess their provincial schools
while other provincial departments such as KwaZulu-Natal, Limpopo and Western Cape
are using service providers to assess schools and provide the Department of Basic
Education with copies of the assessment forms for updating the System.

Provincial departments report quarterly on progress made on their completed projects
using the standard assessment forms for processing by the Department of Basic
Education. The provincial departments are also required to report quarterly on schools
closed and merged.

This report is based on the infrastructure provided to each site from 2009 to March

2011 especially for KZN province as their assessment forms have been received and
--——captured: Other Provinces we-only updated schools that are merged and closed.

1.2. Definitions

NEIMS - National Education Infrastructure Management System
EMIS - Education Management Information System

School Site - Refers to the actual physical location of a school. It also entails the total
space a school is required to adequately accommodate all its facilities.

School - A public schoot or an independent school which enrol learners in one or more
grades from Grade R (reception) to Grade 12.

Learner with Special Education Needs {SNE)

Special Needs Education - Education that is specialised in its nature and addresses
barriers to learning and development experienced by
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learners with special education needs (including those
with disabilities) in special as well as ordinary schools.

- - Special schools .--Schools resourced to deliver education to learners -requiring high-
intensity educational and other support on either a full-time or a part-
time basis. The learners who attend these schools include those who
have physical, intellectual or sensory disabilities or serious behaviour
and/or emotional problems, and those who are in conflict with the law
or whose health-care needs are complex,

Ordinary school A school that is not a special school

Primary school - Institution that offers formal schooling between the range of Grades R
to 7.

Public School - A school contemplated in Chapter 3 of the South African Schools Act 84
of 1996

Combined School - A school that offers a selection of grades between Grade R and
Grade 12, but such a selection is not in line with the grade limits
of either a primary or a secondary school.

Intermediate school - A school that offers a selection of grades between Grade R and
Grade 12, but such a selection is not on line with the grade limits
of either a primary or secondary school.

Secondary School - Institutions offering a lowest level of Grade 8 and a highest level of
Grade 12. There are also institutions included in this group that
offer only a selection of grades within these limits.

Platoon school A school with its own learners, staff, principal and EMIS number which
uses the building and infrastructure of the host school.

Platoon sites are sites where:

o More than one school is using the same facilities, the host schools during
the morning and another school (platoon school) during the afternoon. The
platoon school has no facilities and is in need for own site and schoo!
buildings.

o More than one school on the same site sharing facilities during normal
school hours, which implies that sufficient facifities are available to
accommodate more than one school on the same site.

1.3. Photo examples of structures
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