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b) School Safety

School Safety School safety is critical for all learners and teachers, but particutarly so for female learners and staff,
Some of the critical resources that provide safety and feelings of safety in schools include safe fencing off of school
premises. In Table 1 it has been shown that in 2000 only 82 percent of South Africa's Grade 6 boys and girls were
in schools that were fenced off and that this percentage had increased to 87 percent by 2007. Because fencing is
such a basic safety requirement, it remains unacceptable that 13 percent of learners were in schools that were not

fenced off.

c) Sanitation

Provision of adequate separate sanitation facilities such as separate toilets for boys and girls is another basic
requirement. Otherwise female learners may feel unsafe in the absence of these facilities and be forced not to stay
long in school. In Table 1, the average numbers of leamers per toilet in 2000 and 2007 are shown separately for boys’
toilets and girls’ toilets. For boys and girls it is worrisome that the ratio of leamers to toilets increased between 2000
and 2007. Although no norms for numbers of learners per toilet were available for South Africa, the recommendation
of the World Health Organisation is a ration of 1:30, i.e. 30 learners should be sharing a toilet. Using this norm {in
the absence of a national norm) it is evident that Grade 6 learners in South Africa were in schools where toilets were
overcrowded as can be evidenced from the relatively high leamer-toilet ratios and the fact that these increased

considerably during the period in question.

"3.6 'CONCLUSION

The following were the key findings, which constitute useful baseline information about the fearners and their home

environments:

On the whole, there seemed to be general compiiance with the policy on age of admission to school and the Grade 6
learners were at the expected age for this grade. However, this survey showed that grade repetitions in the schools

were unacceptably high. With the exception of a few provinces, girls tended to outnumber boys.

The majority of the learners stayed with parents whose average education was mainly primary and barely secondary.
But there was a sizable number of learners who indicated that, during a school week they either stayed on their own

or with friends.

On average, leamners had access to some books, print and electronic media where they stayed during a school week.
The number of Reading textbooks owned by or put at the disposal of learners was higher than that of Mathematics
textbooks. The resources varied widely among the provinces but the variations tended to be in favour of urban

settings. This is an equity issue that needs an accelerated but comprehensive intervention strategy.
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