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Equal Education 
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Corner Eloff and Kerk 
Johannesburg, 2001 

MEC Panyaza Lesufi 
111 Commissioner Street 
Johannesburg 2001 

11 July 2014 
 
Re: Follow-Up on 8 June Meeting Regarding Tembisa School Sanitation Crisis and Invitation to Join School 
Sanitation Workshops 
 
Dear MEC Lesufi, 
  
Thank you for taking the time to meet with us on 8 June and for presenting your plans for the Gauteng 
Department of Education (GDE) for the next five years, particularly with regards to sanitation.    
 
As promised, we would like to extend an invitation to join us in Tembisa to educate students there about the 
importance of caring for their sanitation facilities. We plan on conducting further sanitation workshops during the 
first two weeks of the third school term. Please let us know when would be convenient. 
 
In the meantime, we wanted to follow up on a few key points: 
 

 We looking forward to receiving the update on the pre-fabricated toilets in Tembisa you indicated you 
would send to us on 14 July. Pre-fabricated toilets at Ingqayizivele, Jiyana, Masisebenze, Tembisa High, 
Tembisa West and Thuto-Ke-Maatla continue to experience challenges and many are not open to 
students on a regular basis. We would appreciate the GDE’s assistance in addressing these concerns.  
 

 We are eager to study the report you promised to send us regarding the GDE’s progress in unblocking all 
toilets in Gauteng during the first 35 days of your 100 days in office, which began 23 May 2014. As 27 
June represents 35 days of your tenure, we hope that you will be able to share this report with us soon. 
 

 Given that we only received your five year plans on 8 July, we hope you will understand that that we are 
not able to provide comprehensive comment in time for your public presentation on 15 July in Tembisa 
as requested. We look forward to attending the presentation on the 15th.  
 

 We will be writing to you shortly to request a meeting with officials in your department responsible for 
infrastructure planning and development, in relation to the implementation of Norms and Standards for 
School Infrastructure. We are reaching out to all provincial education departments in this way, in 
anticipation of the 29 November 2014 deadline by which provinces have to produce their 
implementation plans for the Norms and Standards. EE wants to work with provincial departments to 
ensure that the best possible plans are produced, and that they are implemented.   
 

 We fully support your idea to bring together all NGOs working in the education sector in Gauteng to 
discuss challenges facing education in the province and how best we may be able to address them. 
Please let us know how we can participate in the conference. 
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 We would like to study further the issue of the school mergers you mentioned as this will affect our 
members around the province. Any information you are able to share with regards to this matter would 
be most appreciated.  

 
Thank you for your time and consideration during the course of our meeting. We are looking forward to the years 
ahead.   
 
Yours in quality and equal education for all, 

         
Adam Bradlow       Tshepo Motsepe 
Co-Head: Equal Education, Gauteng    Co-Head: Equal Education, Gauteng 
Adam.Bradlow@equaleducation.org.za    Tshepo@equaleducation.org.za 
072-347-3027       071-886-5637 
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