
Hlengiwe Hlatswayo, Grade 11 Equaliser, Gauteng
Personally I think it [the national lockdown] is a good
thing. The reason we are having this lockdown is so
people can be protected from the coronavirus. It is
affecting our schoolwork badly, especially the work of
matriculants. They have more work to do and limited
time to do so. 

However, if we go to school there 
will be more people affected and 
more people dying, so I think it's a 
good thing [we stay home].

Paballo Moeletsi, Grade 11 Equaliser, Gauteng
Covid-19 is affecting us, especially our academics. I
mean, right now no library is functioning 
and some of us are given assignments to complete
during these holidays. But how are we gonna do those
without the information from the library?

I mean some information we get from the mass media
does not really help, to an extent yokuthi we get

everything, so somewhere, somehow 
we honestly need the information 

from the books that are at the 
libraries. Covid-19 is really a 

toxic thing in our lives.

Khayelitsha Community Action
Network (CAN) supports
vulnerable communities during
lockdown 
Interview: Daphne Erosi, EE Western Cape Parent
Organiser 

Question: As a parent, how 
have you been feeling about this 
pandemic and the effect it has 
on poor working-class families? 
 
Answer: It was and still is emotionally draining. The
feeling is unbearable and heartbreaking. It is too much
to handle, but eventually I made peace with it and
decided to cooperate by following the Regulations set
out by government and to implement safe and healthy
measures too. 

People are divided in terms of the way they are feeling
currently. Some are okay with not going to work for
fair reasons I believe, while others are panicking and
unsure if they will ever be able to feed their families,
especially now that schools are closed. People are
scared of losing their jobs more especially those who
work as domestic servants and contractors. It is going
to be difficult to make ends meet or get an extra
income to provide for their families. In some
households, there is no extra income. There are many
people in one small house and only one person is
employed. 

People are frustrated and angry... Some are
uneducated in terms of nderstanding Regulations and
safe and healthy measures that are to be put in place.
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Communities are struggling and children are starving 
because almost all children are and were dependent on 
school feeding schemes. Now that schools are closed it 
is going to be a mess. Children will be introduced to 
drugs because there is nothing to do except 
playing. 

Q: What work have you been involved  in your community as part of the
Community Action Network (CAN)? 
A: I have been fortunate enough to be part of Khayelitsha CAN which is
represented by members from the Social Justice Coalition, Equal
Education, and Ndifuna Ukwazi. The focus is on the informal settlements
that do not have access to an adequate supply of water. The question is
how can we be able to wash our hands frequently if it is a struggle to get
water or access water? On 25 March we protested outside the City of
Cape Town offices. It was intentional because it was a day before the
lockdown. It worked because the officials listened to our demands and
delivered water to informal settlements the following day as promised,
covering all the areas we spoke about on the day of the protest. 

It is a victory for us as Khayelitsha CAN but also
 other CANS were supporting us by adding 

pressure via social media on the day. We also 
share pamphlets in and around informal 
settlements, educating our communities 

about the coronavirus. We are raising 
awareness in communities and spreading the 

message that the coronavirus is real and 
that people need to strictly adhere to 

safe and healthy measures at all times. 
This is the work I am doing while the country is at standstill.

Q: What advice would you give parents to keep themselves and their
children safe?  
A: I would like to advise parents and the community at large not to take
the coronavirus for granted. To prevent and lessen the spread of the
virus, we need to start taking safe and healthy measures seriously and
also to start monitoring our households to check whether regulations are
being followed as set out and safe and health measures are strictly kept.
That will be the key tool in combatting this deadly disease that is
engulfing and consuming our country slowly.

Khayelitsha CAN supporting vulnerable 
communities during lockdown
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Ntombi Mngomezulu, Grade 12 Equaliser, KZN
It is with concern that I share my experiences about the lockdown. Due to Covid-19, our
economy is shut down. According to the government it is believed that the implementation of
the lockdown is for the benefit of the citizens. Not to go against rules and laws, but I think
otherwise. 

As learners our lives are put on hold, even though most teachers have implemented ways to
carry the teaching and learning process. Which is a good thing, but this help reaches the
minority which isn't good. It is much harder to study without a teacher's supervision so a few
decide not to participate anyway.

As learners, we would appreciate it if the government would implement ways to learn which
will work in favour of the majority. Tablets and computer lessons should've been implemented
long ago but dwelling on that provides no solution. We request studying applications that
require no data, as purchasing data is hard for most of us. We would be delighted if the
requests are taken into consideration.

EE members reflect on lockdown neccesity and challenges
Liyema Saliwa, Grade 10 Equaliser WC Keabetswe Mosia, Grd 10 Equaliser KZN



Celina Sengo, Grade 11 
Equaliser, Gauteng

My personal experience with Covid-
19 has been a bad one. Given that
I'm in Grade 11 and most of the
syllabus covered this year is totally
new, I found it quite challenging to
engage in self-study. 

One other major problem I'm
currently facing  is that I share
textbooks with my classmates, so
that means I can't study for some
subjects at the moment. Subjects like
Mathematics and Physical sciences
are demanding, they require a
teacher to help you understand
diagrams and as mentioned earlier
before most of the content is new
and I can't study by myself. I don't
even have data to download videos
from YouTube. 

My humble request to 
the government is for it 
to provide enough learning 
resources for students at 
school, particularly textbooks. 

It would also be highly appreciated if
an online platform was created to 
educate students free of charge. Not
only for Maths and Science, but for
other subjects as well. 

Lisa Magwaza, Equaliser, Western Cape My reflections on the
national lockdown
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Kheselina Rens, Grade 11 
Equaliser, Gauteng
We all know that Covid- 19 is really
harmful and is affecting a lot of
people, especially those who are in
schools. 

I know the government has failed us
in the past but the lockdown is a
really good idea. It helps us decrease
the spread of this virus so why can't
we people meet each other halfway
and just follow the rules for
once? This will even decrease the
police brutality we South Africans are
facing right now. I know everyone is
worried about their academics but to
be honest all lives matter. Let's stop
making this about us and feel for
everyone, because we are all
affected.

This lockdown also 
has a huge effect on 
our studies. The aid we 
get from radio stations is 
literally not enough. We're really
trying to study at home, but that is
not something we're accustomed to
and it somehow gets strenuous. 

By the time we go back to school,
there won't be much time to start
from where we left off. That's
definitely going to lead to a decrease
of the pass rate.

https://live.fun
dza.mobi/hom
e/library/non-

fiction-
books/amaga

ma-
enkululeko/

My reflections on the
national lockdown

Sifiso Mabaso, Grd 12 Equaliser, KZN
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Reflections of a healthcare worker
René Sparks

As a mother, activist, healthcare worker and community member, 
the Covid-19 pandemic has created many a moment to reflect, 

re-evaluate and regroup. As a healthcare worker, I appreciate the 
lockdown from a public health perspective, knowing that it could not 

be an easy decision but a necessary one, one that values life over 
economic growth. But as a mother, I fear for my Grade 6 learner, 

whose future and education is on lockdown. 

As a parent, here are a few tips that have helped me:·      
- Exercise, read, sing, bake, cook or play together and take time to be silly
together and cherish the laughs;        
- Don’t be too hard on your child, allow school time (revise work or do some
reading) but allow freedom to be a child;
- Try to have or maintain a routine, remember lockdown is not forever
- Keep an eye on their health and hygiene;
- Keep them informed about Covid-19 (let them watch the news and give their
views about how it makes them feel, we sometimes forget it’s affecting them
in a very real way too); and
- If you are able to WhatsApp video call, connect with loved ones.
As a healthcare worker and activist – I have a few tips:         
- Don’t share information you have not verified as authentic;
- Listen to the health messaging out there - regularly wash your hands with
soap and water for 20 seconds, and if out and about for food or essential
things, keep your distance;
- You are now allowed to wear cloth masks – make sure its three ply and
wash it once you get home; 
- Have at least two masks per person and do not share;
- Clean/disinfect items like wallets, cards, keys and phones (regularly);         
- Don’t take every pamphlet available in public spaces, share social media
messaging regarding health tips – it’s safer;
- If you have access to gloves, remove them when they are visibly dirty, you
are not protected and you are exposing all of us, once removed and
discarded, wash your hands; and
- Seek medical attention for all other health issues you may be facing, clinics
are still open: get the STI treated, report the abnormal growth you’re having,
and get your medication for your chronic condition.

Equaliser reflections on lockdown
Tshepo Mabunda, Grade 12 Equaliser, Limpopo
The lock down benefits all people's health, but it comes with a
greater hit on low income households, as families in rural areas
are unable to provide for themselves. On that note, in rural areas
no activities of testing for the coronavirus are being implemented
in 80% of the rural area clinics. 

As a learner I feel left behind in my school work due to the lock
down. It downgrades my productivity and activeness as online
learning is not as effective as direct learning in school. 

This publication was produced with 
the financial support of the European
Union. Its contents are the sole
responsibility of Equal Education and
can in no way be taken to reflect the
views of the European Union.

Has your school been
provided with all the non-

negotiables to protect
learners and all staff from

Covid-19?
Tell the EE Community Leader or EE
Junior Organiser in your province!

 
 Also inform your provincial education

department:
Western Cape 021 467 2000

Eastern Cape 040 608 4200/8
Limpopo 015 290 9301

KwaZulu-Natal 033 846 5000 / 033 392
1000 / 0860 596 363
Gauteng 011 355 1510


