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Welcome back to our political home, Comrades! We are all so excited to be back in our schools, in 
Equal Education (EE) learning spaces and in our offices, as EE turns 13, a whole teenager bantase! We 
celebrate and remember all of those that have come before us and sowed the seeds of this vibrant 
EE that we continue to build today! 

Sithi halala and long live Equal Education, as we take stock and bathe in Black joy, we celebrate all 
of the hard work we struggled through in the last year, despite the very hard conditions of COVID-19. 

Igwijo letho for this year, “Government must fix and fund our public schools,” Noluthando, an Equaliser 
from Gauteng, says. “#DearMrPresident, as we are opening we need you to make sure our classes are safe, as we all know that 
COVID-19 is real and is getting worse.”  Please read our open letter to the President, and to the ministers of Finance, Cooperative 
Governance and Traditional Affairs (COGTA), and Basic Education at the following link: https://www.facebook.com/equal.
education/posts/3836662529689273

While, sonke, we can see and feel the challenges of learning during these times, we must take the time to appreciate the love 
and support we receive from our families, our friends and our teachers. While we continue to struggle for the right to education, 
let us remember the responsibility we have to ensure that this right is protected for our peers as well and that we take our 
school communities along with us, on this journey. 

Lastly, on 24 February, Equalisers, EE parent members and other activists were turned away from Parliament by police when 
they tried to highlight the injustice of budget cuts, by exercising their right to protest. In many public schools with overcrowded 
classrooms and unsafe toilets, and where taps run dry, learners and teachers fight against the odds to achieve excellence. This 
is an unfair burden to carry. Government must fix and fund our education system! See our reflection and small victory captured 
in our statement on our Facebook page here: 
https://www.facebook.com/equal.education/posts/3904654999556692

Matla, 
Office of the General Secretary, February 2021

1

Letter from Equal Education’s General Secretary, Noncedo Madubedube

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER  FOR EQUAL EDUCATION  MEMBERS

The COVID-19  

vaccine edition

THE EQUALISER

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/dearmrpresident?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUyx3g8Q45J5ymggBjUXDvR3IccWHd08VmCnCMQm25uBAj0qAC_YZXZfvJ-NXKN0upj2IzTSttGmqkiU0AsJ3awFErY6nk5_ghWb3ThgtSM9WL2ciKt7HuWp7kOGn3JT2SsqEIdXJgkmXoHwnX7UcsR&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/equal.education/posts/3836662529689273
https://www.facebook.com/equal.education/posts/3836662529689273
https://www.facebook.com/equal.education/posts/3904654999556692


2

A vaccine is a type of medicine used to prevent diseases caused by 
viruses - also called viral diseases - like measles, mumps, chickenpox, 
liver cancer, cervical cancer and now COVID-19.

These diseases can spread from person to person. Vaccines prevent 
the spread of these diseases. Vaccination refers to a treatment against 
a virus with a vaccine to produce immunity against a disease. 

Vaccinations are the most effective way of ensuring that enough of 
our population is immune to COVID-19 and other viruses to prevent 
them from spreading and making people sick. Vaccines are the best 
chance we have at preventing thousands of more people from dying, 
and the country going into further lockdown. 
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The COVID-19  
vaccine
By Boitumelo Masipa
Communications Officer at SECTION27 

What is vaccination and why does 
one need it?

Why are people given 
a choice to take it 
or not when this is a 
global health issue?

No one can force you to take a vaccine in 
South Africa. Although you have a right to 
a vaccine, you cannot be punished for not 
getting a vaccine, as it is not mandatory. You 
will not be forced to take the vaccine in order 
to travel, work or go to school. You will not 
be given the vaccine in secret. Only you can 
make the decision to get vaccinated. Getting 
vaccinated, however, is the best way we can 
keep ourselves and communities safe and 
healthy.

Another 

word for 

vaccination is 

inoculation

The government will be the only buyer of vaccines and they have a responsibility to ensure  the vaccines they acquire have 
been proven to be safe and effective. Government needs to ensure the vaccines are tested and evaluated to make sure 
they are not harmful  and actually treat or prevent illness. To do this job, the government established the South African 
Health Products Regulatory Authority (SAHPRA) which works independently to verify the safety and effectiveness of all 
health products, including vaccines. Only after SAHPRA approves the vaccine as safe and effective will it be made available 
for administration. To avoid the selling of fake versions of the vaccine, it will be available for free for everyone living in 
South Africa, at designated health facilities. Therefore, if someone offers you a vaccine at a price, you must be wary as the 
approved vaccine will be available for free at the designated facilities.

Who in South Africa will work to verify the safety and effectiveness of the vaccines? 
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Why are we advised to 
take the vaccine? What 
will this mean for our 
health?

Getting vaccinated is the first step in getting 
back to normal. Getting vaccinated will 
prevent thousands of people from getting 
sick or dying from COVID-19. Although 
viruses mutate - or change - over time, and 
we might need to get ‘booster’ vaccinations 
in future, getting vaccinated now will take the 
pressure off the healthcare system and help 
the economy recover.
 
If your body is exposed to an infection it does 
not recognise, your body may need help 
understanding how to fight it. This is where 
vaccines come in. By getting vaccinated 
you help to train your body to recognise a 
particular virus and then defeat it. 

Vaccines teach your immune system how to 
make special antibodies against a particular 
virus. If you are vaccinated against the 
specific virus, your cells fight the infection 
off using the antibodies they made when 
they encountered the vaccine.

How can young people encourage their 
families and share the information on vaccine 
literacy?

The one thing young people can focus on is staying informed about the 
latest news and updates on the vaccine and sharing accurate and relevant 
information with your loved ones, friends and community members. Fake 
news tends to spread faster than news that is true, so always remember to 
verify the information you hear or see on social media by consulting another 
source before you spread news you have just heard. 

Fear and confusion surrounding the vaccine is common, but 
there is nothing to fear because vaccines have 

been around for hundreds of years and almost 
everyone has been vaccinated at least once 

in their lives - usually at birth. Spreading 
accurate information and government 
approved messages related to the vaccine 
and the official roll-out plan will help dispel 
fear and confusion. 

While no one will be forced to take the 
vaccine, the more people who are 

willing to take it, the better chance 
we have at developing widespread 
immunity and therefore we will be 
able to protect our loved ones and 
members of the community who do 

not or cannot get vaccinated.

How the COVID-19 vaccine will be rolled out
Source: sacoronavirus.co.za

The COVID-19 vaccine will be given out in three phases. 
The National Department of Health will coordinate the vaccine rollout with the provincial health departments and the private 
health sector. 

PHASE 

1 Frontline healthcare workers (one and a quarter million people)

PHASE 

2
• Essential workers (two and a half million)
• Persons in congregate settings (such as care homes for older people, prisons, and shelters) (just over 

one million) 
• Persons older than 60 years (five million)
• Person older than 18 years with comorbidities (eight million)

PHASE 

3 Other persons older than 18 years (twenty two and a half million people)
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PLATFORMS PROGRAMME VENUE SUITABLE FOR

1 Work-based vaccination 
programme

District level public and private 
hospitals

Hospital linked healthcare 
workers

 2 Outreach work-based 
vaccination programme

Mobile teams move from 
facility to facility 

Healthcare workers in primary 
health care, community 
healthcare workers and private 
medical centres

 3 Vaccination centres: Remote or 
facility based

Vaccination centres e.g. 
community pharmacies

Independent healthcare 
workers

ESSENTIAL WORKERS 
Police officers, miners and security workers, retail workers, funeral 
workers, teachers, banking and essential municipal and home 
affairs, border control and port health services. 

 PERSONS IN CONGREGATE SETTINGS 
Persons in care homes, detention centres, shelters and prisons. 
It also includes persons working in the hospitality and tourism 
industries, and educational institutions. 

PERSONS OLDER THAN 18 YEARS WITH 
COMORBIDITIES

Persons living with uncontrolled diabetes, chronic lung disease, 
poorly controlled cardiovascular disease, renal disease, HIV, 
tuberculosis and obesity. 

Phase one of the vaccine will be delivered using three platforms:

Phase two of the vaccine rollout:

1 Public facility vaccination
Primary health care - suitable in rural settings for 
community access

 2 Vaccination centres
Remote or facility based vaccination centres e.g. 
community pharmacies, GPs or NGOs - Suitable 
in urban settings for community

3 Outreach vaccination programme
Service provided via mobile clinics - Suitable for 
congregate settings e.g. old age homes

4 Work-based vaccination programme Suitable for essential workers

Phase two and three will be delivered using the following platforms: 

Availability of vaccine 

Declared as safe, efficacious (effective) and of good quality by the South African Health Products Regulatory Authority (SAHPRA)

Ease of use and schedule (including number of doses required) 

Stability during storage and distribution

Supply and sustainability (i.e. supplier capacity)

 Cost

Considerations in the selection of COVID-19 vaccines for the South African setting

4

THE EQUALISER



5

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER FOR  
EQUAL EDUCATION MEMBERS

Victories in 2020 in the struggle for quality 
and equal education for all in South Africa 

In 2020, Equal Education (EE) members – learners (Equalisers), post-school youths, parents and teachers – made important 
progress in the struggle for quality and equal education for all in South Africa. 

Our victories ranged from winning changes for specific schools (new infrastructure), to impacting the whole education system 
(getting daily school meals for over nine million learners).

Parliament’s Portfolio Committee on Basic Education emphasises the importance 
of school infrastructure to quality teaching and learning, and to matric 
results  - January 2020
  
In its statement on the matric results of the Class of 2019, the Basic Education Portfolio Committee said: “With regards to 

infrastructure challenges within the system, the committee has called for collaborative effort to ensure that all learners receive 

quality education in an environment that is conducive for teaching and learning and also calls for improved spending on 

infrastructure”. 

Noordgesig Primary School in Gauteng gets a brand new building, after EE 
campaigned for asbestos buildings at the school to be replaced  - January 2020
  
In January 2020, the Gauteng Department of Education (GDE) officially opened the newly rebuilt school, following years of 

advocacy by us. We have since 2013 campaigned for schools built of inappropriate materials, such as asbestos, to be rebuilt. 

1
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The draft KwaZulu-Natal scholar transport policy is  
published for public comment  - April 2020

Through our relentless campaign for scholar transport since 2014, and our legal challenge in the Pietermaritzburg High Court, 

we got the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Education (KZNDoE) to release a draft scholar transport policy, for public comment. 

With the Equal Education Law Centre (EELC), we have highlighted problems in the draft policy, through a submission to the 

KZNDoE. The final policy has not yet been published.

The Constitutional Court says independent schools are not immune from the 
Constitution  - June 2020

In June, the Constitutional Court ruled that independent schools must give parents and learners a fair opportunity to be heard 

on whether a decision to end a contract with the school is in the best interests of the children involved. This case considered 

important questions on the right to basic education in independent schools. We were involved in the case as a friend of the 

Court (amicus curiae), represented by the Equal Education Law Centre (EELC).

The Department of Basic Education’s Directions on COVID-19 and the 
reopening of schools includes key recommendations made by Equal Education 
(EE), Equal Education Law Centre (EELC) and SECTION27  - June 2020

The Equal Education Law Centre (EELC), representing Equal Education (EE) and SECTION27, wrote to the Department of Basic 

Education (DBE) in June, to highlight our concerns about the DBE’s original Directions on COVID-19 and the reopening of schools. 

Almost all of the EE, EELC and SECTION27 recommendations were included in the new versions of the Directions.

Progress on prioritising school safety in the Western Cape - June 2020

Our determined and persistent advocacy about the importance of funding, support for school-based committees and 

infrastructure, such as fencing, for creating safe schools, has placed it firmly on the agenda of the Standing Committee on 

Education in the Western Cape, which is the oversight committee for education in the province.

We get the National School Nutrition Programme (NSNP) to be restarted 
under lockdown  - July 2020
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After hearing through internal Equal Education (EE) member surveys and conversation with learners and their families and 

teaches around the country, about their experiences of having very little to eat during the national COVID-19 lockdown, Equal 

Education (EE) and two Limpopo school governing bodies took urgent legal action against the DBE and eight provincial education 

departments, to get them to roll out the NSNP to all learners that usually received school meals before the lockdown. 

We went to court after we, along with other organisations, tried to reason directly with the Department of Basic Education (DBE), 

the Presidency, and Parliament. We were represented in court by the Equal Education Law Centre 

(EELC) and SECTION27. In Gauteng and in the Eastern Cape, we held a series of peaceful protests 

on the bridges of major highways, against the failure of the education departments to keep their 

promises to restart the NSNP. We also protested at the head office of the DBE, and at the Union 

Buildings. On 17 July 2020, acting Deputy Judge President Sulet Potterill ruled that Basic Education 

Minister Angie Motshekga and eight Education MECs neglected their Constitutional duties by failing 

to roll out the NSNP to all qualifying learners – whether those learners were back at school or at 

home. Judge Potterill ordered the DBE and provincial education departments to submit plans to 

show how they would roll out the NSNP to all qualifying learners (over nine million learners) within 

10 days of the judgment of the court, and to after that provide the court with updated plans every 

15 days. EE, EELC and SECTION27 have closely monitored the rollout, which has had challenges.

7
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We get scholar transport for two schools in the Eastern Cape - June 2020

Mbulelo Benekane Secondary, a school that we are organised in, had been trying to get scholar transport to be provided by the 
Eastern Cape government for years. We tried to help the school with this, through numerous meetings with the Eastern Cape 
Department of Education (ECDoE). In June, learners at the school finally started to get access to scholar transport

Our virtual, national Children’s Conference gets learners talking directly  
to education officials - July 2020

Our online Children’s Conference, with learners as chairpersons and facilitators of the conference, was a platform for learners to 
speak directly with national and provincial education officials, about the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on them, and about 
our longstanding campaign demands. Equalisers submitted campaign demands and our Charter for an Equal Education to the 
officials who participated. 
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Emergency water supply for Eastern Cape schools that we  
campaigned for - August 2020

In July, as part of our persistent advocacy, we protested at the offices of the Eastern Cape Department of Education (ECDoE), 
and handed over a memorandum demanding that water and toilets be urgently provided, so that schools could safely reopen. 
According to a report compiled for us by the ECDoE, 766 schools were given emergency relief in the form of water tankers, and 
some of these schools were put forward through our memorandum and consistent engagement with the ECDoE. Those schools 
include Gobizizwe Senior Primary School, Nguberhamba Senior Primary School, and St Charles Sojola High School.

Guidelines for appointing implementing agents (who build schools on 
behalf of government) are published by the Department of Basic Education - 
September 2020

Significant progress has been made in getting better accountability of implementing agents (IAs), who build schools on behalf 
of the national and provincial education departments. A very important step is that the Department of Basic Education (DBE) has 
implemented one of the key recommendations of our 2018 IAs report, by publishing guidelines for appointing IAs.
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Western Cape High Court confirms government’s responsibility to provide 
affordable housing in central Cape Town  - August 2020

A four-year long battle led to the August victory in the Western Cape High Court, led by Ndifuna Ukwazi (NU) and Reclaim the 
City (RTC). The court judgment, which is being appealed by the Western Cape government and the City of Cape Town, has an 
important impact on the right to education. The judgment affirmed that the Western Cape government and the City of Cape 
Town have a duty placed on them by the Constitution to make sure that poor and working class households have access to 
affordable housing in central Cape Town. Equal Education (EE) was a friend of the court (amicus curiae) in the case, represented 
by the Equal Education Law Centre (EELC). We drew attention to the connection between the right to housing and the right to 
basic education.

The proposed changes to the South African Schools Act (SASA) include the 
proposals made by Equal Education and the Equal Education Law Centre  - 
October 2020

The Department of Basic Education (DBE) is proposing big changes to the South African Schools Act (SASA) and has already 
included some of the proposals made by us and the Equal Education Law Centre (EELC) in the latest version of its draft law. The 
Basic Education Laws Amendment Bill (BELA) was originally published for comment in 2017. At the time, Equal Education (EE) 
and EELC submitted comments to the DBE. In October this year, the DBE presented a revised version of BELA to Parliament’s 
Portfolio Committee on Basic Education, which includes some of our recommendations, such as: strengthening collaboration 
between the government and school governing bodies on school admissions to avoid unnecessary delays, taking steps to 
ensure that language policies are not used to discriminate against learners, and making sure that communities have more of a 
say in the closure of small schools. There are still some important problems with the proposed changes - such as allowing for 
the sale of alcohol at schools. We will continue to push for more changes!

The building of new toilets at Luthuli Junior Secondary in the  
Eastern Cape is almost finished - December 2020

The building of new toilets at Luthuli Junior Secondary School is finally almost finished. A learner fell into an unlawful, exposed 
plain pit latrine last year - three years after we gave the Eastern Cape Education Department (ECDoE) a report on how the toilets 
at the school were dangerous and violated the dignity of learners. Since then, we have consistently raised the problems at the 
school in our quarterly meetings with the ECDoE.

President Cyril Ramaphosa makes performance contracts for Ministers, 
including Minister Motshekga, public  - December 2020

Following President Cyril Ramaphosa’s announcement of his new cabinet and that Ministers would be held accountable 
according to performance contracts, we urged the President to make these contracts public. We believe that because Minister 
of Basic Education Angie Motshekga is a public servant, the public must be able to measure her performance against the 
criteria in her contract. We drew up our own performance contract for Minister Motshekga and held a people’s performance 
appraisal to check her progress. Then, in his State of the Nation Address (SONA) this year, President Ramaphosa said that once 
performance contracts were signed, they would be made public, “...so that the people of South Africa can hold those who they 
elected into office to account.” Finally, in December 2020, those contracts were made public and one of Minister Motshekga’s 
key performance areas is delivering proper school infrastructure. 
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Access Equal Education’s datafree website at

By using this link you can access all of the content on our website for FREE!

https://equaleducation.datafree.co/
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Reopening  
of schools 

“Going back to school in 2021 as a Grade 12 
learner makes me so excited. I’m happy I’m 
going to school but the fact that we reopened 
late is kind of a problem. To add to it, we still 
struggle with PPEs and it seems like either 
the school or the department are not playing 
their part. We still face difficulties within our 
classrooms, with infrastructure and sanitation 
but nevertheless I am happy to be back in 
class. I hope that things will be better than they 
were last year, with the Department of Basic 
Education choosing to prioritise learners.” 
Johane - Gauteng Equaliser, Grade 12 

“Our education system has been affected in a 
bad way by COVID-19. The opening of schools 
has been delayed and we are missing out on 
many things during this period of time, having 
to stay at home with no textbooks and other 
equipment to use for studying. I think this 
delay will specifically disturb the matriculants 
of 2021 because it will put so much pressure 
on them and some will end up dropping out 
because they will think this year will be the 
worst year academically. We don’t know what 
the future holds for us - whether COVID-19 will 
continue and whether schools will keep being 
closed.”
Ziyanda - Western Cape Equaliser,  Grade 12 
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“It’s exciting to be going back to school but at 
the same time it’s a risk because there is still 
COVID-19 and we don’t have enough PPEs in 
our schools. I feel we should force ourselves 
even if we are scared because private 
schools have opened and we need to catch 
up academically for our future. For my school 
I thank COVID because we now have clean 
toilets and the maintenance [person] is trying 
even though the infrastructure is still bad. I am 
a matric learner -  a priority class. I am excited 
that finally we are taken seriously, and that we 
have enough textbooks and teachers.”
Lihle, Eastern Cape Equaliser, Grade 12 

Equalisers share 
their thoughts 
on returning to 
school in 2021 

amid the COVID-19 
pandemic

Equaliser competition

IN WHICH PHASE OF THE COVID-19 VACCINE ROLLOUT IN SOUTH AFRICA  
WILL LEARNERS BE ABLE TO RECEIVE THE VACCINE? 

WhatsApp your answer, name, surname, school and grade to 021 361 0127 by Monday 2 August 

THE EQUALISER



1010

EQUALISER NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL TEAM:
Bayanda Ndumiso (IETU Materials Developer), Leanne Jansen-Thomas (Head of
Communications), Jay-Dee Cyster (Communications Officer), Itumeleng Motlhabane (EC Organiser), Lungelo Jonas (WC 
JuniorOrganiser), Tevin Mahlangu (GP Community Leader) and Tebogo Tsesane (National Organising Junior Organiser)

To report any wrongdoing at Equal Education, anonymously, phone the toll-free number 0800 117 111 

or SMS 33490 or visit equaleducation.org.za/whistle-blowing

To submit photos, articles, poetry, drawings or feedback on our content and design, send a WhatsApp to 021 361 0127 or 
contact one of the members of the editorial team.

This publication was produced with the financial support of the European Union. Its contents are the sole 
responsibility of Equal Education and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.
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Tribute to  
Avethandwa  
Nokhangela

Dear Equaliser Comrades,

As you already know, we are mourning Avethandwa Nokhangela 
- daughter, sister, Comrade and friend - who passed away in 
a tragic drowning accident at our Equaliser leadership camp 
in the Eastern Cape in April. We remember her as a smart and 
bubbly young activist leader. We are heartbroken by the grief 
that her family and friends are experiencing.

We believe that healing will be enabled through supporting 
those directly affected by this tragedy, especially Avethandwa’s 
family but including our members and staff. We continue to be 
guided by our commitment to accountability at this very painful 
time, and an update on the investigations into Avethandwa’s 
passing was sent to all members last month.

If you have  a tribute to Avethandwa (poem or 
letter) you would like to share to be published in 
our next newsletter, please send it to  
jay-dee@equaleducation.org.za by 21 July 2021 
and we will publish them in our next edition of 
The Equaliser newsletter. 

Memories of Avethandwa
Written by Lisakhanya Mahlomi, Eastern 
Cape Leadership Committee member, on behalf 
of all Eastern Cape Leadership  
Committee members

We do not need a special day to bring you to 
our minds. The days we do not think of you 
are very hard to find. Each morning when we 
awake, we know that you are gone. And no one 
knows the heartache as we try to carry on. 
Our hearts still ache with sadness and secret 
tears still flow. What it meant to lose you, no 
one will ever know. Our thoughts are always 
with you, your place no one can fill. 

In life we loved you dearly, in death we love 
you still. There will always be a heartache, and 
often a silent tear. But always a precious mem-
ory of the days when you were here. 

If tears would make a staircase, and heartaches 
make a lane, we’d walk the path to heaven and 
bring you home again. 

We hold you close within our hearts, and there 
you will remain. To walk with us throughout 
our lives until we meet again. 

Our family chain is broken now, and nothing 
seems the same. But as God calls us one by 
one, the chain will link again.

THE EQUALISER


